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Challenge

Run and get water and call for others to come and help.’ The young
man immediately dropped his torch, sounded the alarm, and rushed
to the pumps for water.

In the midst of all this confusion, another traveller approached the
landowner. He was very aged but his eyes were bright and his
countenance betokened great wisdom. ‘Well, stranger, it looks like
you have got yourself into a bit of trouble.” The owner then related
the story of the young man’s arrival and the problems that had
ensued. The old man replied, “You don’t know who this young
man is, do you?’ The estate owner replied that he thought he was
just a fellow looking for work. The wise one said, ‘Let me explain,
but first, as the fires are almost out, call him over here. I will tell
him what to do and your problems will be over.” The amiable
young man approached and the old traveller told him: ‘Go over to
that pole and climb up and down until your master tells you to
stop.” The fellow rushed over to the pole and started climbing.

‘Now, let me tell you who this young man is. He is called the mind,
and the pole is his hobby. Unless the mind is kept busy, it creates
mischief.’
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The child in the womb has not asked to be there, nor is the newly
conceived one free to choose the bestowals that are to define and
oversee its journey.

Does it not seem unfair that this little one, untouched and
pure, designed for particularity and gifted with unknowable
promise, should be enrolled in a competitive world where
predetermined and impersonal standards of excellence are to
measure its worth? Can we imagine the anguish of such a soul?
Conformity stifles initiative, and sameness is the enemy of
diversity, the wondrous attribute that lights up the world.

Diversity is the fabric of life and is inherent in all systems,
tangible and intangible. Life’s spectrum not only reflects all
knowable configurations, colours, shapes and sizes, bur, as well,
the indefinable things like thought and behaviour, compassion
and love. Through the employment of these two fundamentals
(i.e., the physical and the non-physical), knowledge is enhanced
with understanding. It is then that the child will find meaning
hidden within the incredible display and, though difficult to
define, he will acknowledge it as real and true.
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Challenge

Ideas themselves are mystifying; they come into being
unannounced, without our beckoning. Sitting quietly, perhaps
reading or watching TV or drying the dishes, suddenly we are
changed, different from what we were before the interlude. Some
inexplicable transformation has taken place and we look at things
in a new light. The revelation is so momentous that we realize we
will never be the same, and we cannot but wonder from whence
such insights come?

But some ideas do identify their beginnings. The principles
outlined here are easily traced to their source. It would be unfair
to claim them as my own, for they embrace a universal perspective
that is beyond my field of vision. These principles, proclaimed by
Baha'u’llah, and exemplified by His son ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, bring into
context the two polarities of science and religion, points of view
that have troubled us for so long. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s discourses and
writings clearly define the reciprocal relationship of the physical
and the more-than-physical aspects of existence. With simple but
profound explan-ations, a theory of evolution is clearly defined,
and the proposition that cause and effect are inherent in every facet
of life cannot but be acknowledged.

Yes, ideas are wonderful, but these are special because they
address the fundamental needs of a divided world. Old concepts,
coveted for their past service, now stunt our growth. Our great
need is to find a common discipline that will align our Energy to
asingle purpose and then hold us to the line. As we cannot explain
the phenomena of fresh concepts infusing and alerting our
thoughts, we must concede that their disclosure comes through us
from an Energy source beyond all reason. So, let’s give revelation
a round of applause, for it ultimately enables us to find our way.

Today, our scientists are busier than ever before, delving into the
materiality of life in their attempts to find the ‘unified field’ behind
everything. Every so often they share their excitement; they are
‘getting closer’, but then the answers seem to slip away, retreating
further and deeper into complex intangibles. And religion, content
to relegate the mysteries of life to the province of an unknowable
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Conclusion

omnipotence, continues to hold fast to practices that increasingly
dissipate the indivisible Energy that connects us to the greater
realm. These two schools may be satisfactory for their followers,
but what about the rest of us who are bothered when their two
truths are in contention with each other?

History records that, apparently, a determined allotment of
knowledge is made available for our use at any particular time. \We
cannot step ahead of the game. Throughout the ages, great thinkers
discover new, timely, and often outlandish ideas that change or
replace the old outmoded ones. Their dreams, however fanciful at
the time, become manifest, and in due course are instrumental in
furthering our progress. In earlier times, superstition and dogma
clouded our vision, but when science came on the scene, with its
reliance on reasonable proof, our understanding of the workings of
life changed completely. Now it is clear that the physical
presentation cannot be known other than by and through its non-
physical attributes. In one sense, we are ahead of the game for
(because of science) we are privy to a perception which science
itself is, for the most part, still reluctant to explore. We must thank
the biochemists and genetic researchers for helping us touch on the
mystery of life’s dual nature, for we common folk could never have
found the mystery by ourselves.

At this point, my argument would appear to have little to do
with religion, but carrying it a bit further we must concede that
advancement, the movement forward toward specific goals, is
reflected by all systems, mankind included. The employment of
abstract thought has exerted so great an influence on our progress
that civilizations have been named after the religions that gave
them birth. From cave to nation, the structure of the social order
has built on principles that have focused the Energy of diverse
peoples on the achievement of a unified progress. Expanded
understanding has resulted in new and advanced technology and
art. Itis interesting, but perhaps not surprising, that religion, using
the logic of science, should in this day lead the way and construct
the bridge connecting the two worlds.
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Challenge

The two courses of study that will help our children fit into
this, their era of enlightenment, are, it is here proposed,
independent investigation of truth (through the asking of questions
and the assessment of answers), and an understanding of the
oneness of the physical and non-physical aspects of life. Then, when
Elizabeth and David face the challenge of a new and reasonable
premise, former perceptions will change or be enhanced and they
will see more clearly. They will, with intent, become participants
in the evolutionary process.

This proposal does not entail the building of new schools. It
changes the perspective, redefines the goals that public education
aspires to achieve. It is a gift that we can, with great love, share
with our children. We will teach the facts and figures; they will use
these tools to find meaning and purpose and everything,
everything, will change.
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